General Anaesthesia. 4th edn (2 vols) T C Gray, J F Nunn & J E Utting (ed) £80 London: Butterworths 1980 The two volumes of the fourth edition of 'General Anaesthesia' constitute a welcome addition to anaesthetic bibliography. Each has a complete index and a UK/USA drug name equivalent appendix. The subject matter is well arranged and presented so. as amply to be instructive without going into unnecessary detail. The contributors are obviously experts in their fields, and the publication is well worth its price.
Despite the general all-round excellence of this work, some criticism is justified. The average reader will be the run-of-the-mill anaesthetist anxious to refresh his knowledge, or the trainee studying for a higher examination. A few of the writers seem to lose sight of this, and appear to aim at the expert. There are several irritating misprints that have escaped the proof readers, such as 'decrease' instead of 'increase' and 'pericardium' instead of 'praecordium'. Also it is bewildering to be referred to Chapter 15 for the actions of premedicant drugs only to find that it deals solely with neuromuscular blocking drugs. The index could be more comprehensive: I could find no reference to 'closing volume', for example, although this is well handled in the text.
The above notwithstanding, 'General Anaesthesia' remains an excellent publication, assured of a place not only in every medical library, but in every hospital and the majority of anaesthetists' homes. It is a welcome addition to the literature for postgraduates interested in the subject. Although it purports to present and discuss the principles of head and neck surgery, it also goes on to describe in detail a numberofstandard operative procedures in the manner of a textbook of operative surgery.
To the reviewer this would seem undesirable since the latter procedures are necessarily incomplete, omitting many important operations, and the chapters on principles could be amplified and added to with advantage. It is a pity there is no chapter on histopathology with its fascinating variety in the head and neck region. The illustrations are of the medical 'art' type and perhaps would have been easier to follow if they had been more diagrammatic, which would be better suited to a book primarily intended to survey the basis of this field of work.
The book is clearly intended for American postgraduates coming from differing surgical specialties to study head and neck tumour surgery. As such it is a useful introduction but it would have done better to stick to principles and basic procedures. On the whole it is well written and includes ten contributors. The 444 pages of text are well prepared and clear; the bibliography and index are good. The most recent addition to this well known series maintains the general format and scope of its predecessors. Twenty-eight contributors, almost all from North America, provide 15 chapters which are, for the most part, authoritative, welldocumented and directed towards specific practical problems in diagnostic histopathology. Ten of the fifteen contributors are largely concerned with aspects of malignant disease.
Two chapters deal with bone marrow changes in polycythaemia vera and in malignant lymphoma, the latter including a useful section on differential diagnosis. An account of polyposis coli comes appropriately from St Mark's Hospital in London and the author includes some useful comments on the adenoma -c carcinoma sequence. The morphologyofosteogenic sarcoma is discussed and the general view that histological grading is of little prognostic value is confirmed, except perhaps for juxtacortical (parosteal) tumours. The histopathology of breast lesions in young females is revieweda difficult group in which, as the author remarks, 'the surgical pathologist is at greater risk of overinterpreting benign, than of underestimating malignant, biopsy material'. One chapter deals with the more general issue of histopathology in cancer epidemiology. The value of including histology as well as detailed topography is stressed, but a section on observer variation provides a Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 73 September 1980 realistic if depressing comment on the problems involved. One group of contributors, describes carcinoid tumours of the cervix uteri, and another group deals with gastrin cells and their neoplasms. A contribution on early gastric cancer is notably successful in correlating endoscopy, radiology, cytology and biopsy. The use of electron microscopy in the diagnosis of gynaecological malignancies is reviewed.
The five remaining chapters are diverse in scope. The value of electron microscopy in nephrology is discussed in relation to making an initial diagnosis, in assessing the extent and activity of disease and in evaluating the response to treatment. Apposite case histories are used to illustrate the advantages and limitations of ultrastructural studies, but some of the pictures are surprisingly poor. The histopathology and electron microscopy of the dementias is reviewed, but some discussion of recent quantitative studies would have been useful. An account of immunofluorescence in diagnostic pathology follows somewhat conventional lines, and an interesting opportunity to compare immunofluorescence with the newer immunoperoxidase techniques is missed. There is an excellent accountofthe histological classification ofgastritis, and the book ends with a lucid review of the histopathology of sarcoidosis.
R L CARTER
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Plasma Membranes and Disease. D F H Wallach pp 356 £19.60 London: Academic Press 1979 Plasma membranes are involved to a lesser or greater extent in most diseases. In this book Dr Wallach surveys some ofthe work in a very rapidly expanding field. He begins with an informative and critical account of current ideas about plasma membrane organization and then proceeds to review some of the very varied changes observed in disease. He deals with neoplasia, though here confined to experimental virus-induced tumours, with red cell and platelet abnormalities, with membrane receptor diseases such as myasthenia gravis and with intracellular parasitism. Finally, he looks at the effects of toxic and therapeutic agents in relation to membrane changes. There is an extensive bibliography, although with relatively little after 1977.
Dr Wallach has made many important contributions to membrane physiology and pathology, but the diffuse nature of the subject makes the task of writing such a survey most formidable. Inevitably, because of the size of the book, many of the subjects are handled rather cursorily, while the rapid evolution ofmost ofthe work discussed poses problems. There are also some notable omissions.
Membrane Na-K-ATPase in relation to thyroid function and thermogenesis and the involvement of bacteria with plasma membrane function are not dealt with although they are subjects of considerable potential clinical importance. Nevertheless, the clinician who wishes to know something of the extent of the involvement of plasma membrane changes in disease would undoubtedly profit from this book. The current boom in the study ofthe virus hepatitis has spawned an immense literature including many monographs on the subject. Professor Sherlock is to be congratulated on producing a multiauthor book which contains not only a very readable condensate of the current work in the field but some tantalizing glimpses into the future. The chapter on the therapy of chronic hepatitis B virus infection illustrates this point very well. There can be very few books on the subject which are so well written as to be almost compulsive reading. If the reviewer has any criticism it is of the inclusion of a chapter on drug-related acute and chronic hepatitis within a monograph entitled 'Virus hepatitis'. This is a very good book. One can do no better than to quote Professor Sherlock's foreword: 'It provides today's last word on viral hepatitis'. In 1955 the World Health Organisation initiated an internationally sponsored programme of malaria eradication which led to the elimination of the disease from much of Europe and America. Nevertheless, malaria remained prevalent throughout most tropical and subtropical areas and is now alarmingly resurgent in many countries where control measures had initially produced dramatic success. Almost a third of the world's population remains exposed to the risk ofinfection, with an estimated total of 150 million cases per annum. The failure of global eradication can be attributed to the practical difficulties of implementation in countries having rudimentary public health facilities and the growing resistance of plasmodia and anophelines to chemical weapons. In addition, the training of malariologists required
